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Restoring a Zion Education

“Everyone shall consider the main end of his life and studies is to know

God and Jesus Christ, which is eternal life.”

In the days of Adam and Eve, education was family-centered where the father
served as the primary teacher, passing down spiritual, moral, and practical
knowledge. The family was the core institution of learning, with fathers instructing
their children in the ways of God, the laws of nature, and righteous living. This type
of education focused on personal virtue, the cultivation of righteousness, and the
transmission of wisdom from one generation to the next—preparing individuals for
both earthly life and eternity.

Many families are struggling, often unaware that the type of education they use
could be part of the problem. There are lots of educational models we can choose
from or create. However, many of us are trying to get our families back to Joseph
Smith; the messenger, and Revealer of Christ. To teach as Joseph taught we need to
see what “education” is to God, not what man defined it as. This course will attempt
to show the principles of a celestial education—focusing on the restored teachings
of the Prophet Joseph Smith—for the family and for Zion.

W. Cleon Skousen, Marvin S. Hill, and Ernest L. Wilkinson, Brigham Young University: A School of 10
Destiny (Salt Lake City: Bookcraft, 1956).
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Module

Fathers Preside
Family Centered

Fathers have a divine role to preside in their homes as leaders, guiding their families
with proper priesthood authority. In ancient Israel, the class system was established
with the intention of fathers protecting their families and preserving noble
bloodlines, ensuring that future generations would be safeguarded and guided by
strong values. However, over time, the original purpose of a family centered class
was corrupted. As God was removed from the foundation, the system shifted from
one of charity and selflessness to one driven by pride, and fathers no longer leading
their home and children and looking to future generations. Without righteous
fathers guiding and steering his family, the very concept of family and community
loses its true purpose, failing to protect and strengthen them as it was intended to.
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Prophetic Teachings & Questions

Below are three prophetic teachings accompanied by questions to help deepen your understanding of
what is being taught. You will then be asked to watch a film that best portrays what the prophets are
teaching, with additional questions for application.

#1 Kings and Priests:

President Brigham Young: “We understand that we are to be made kings and
priests unto God; now if | be made the king and lawgiver to my family, and if | have
many sons, | shall become the father of many fathers, for they will have sons, and
their sons will have sons, and so on, from generation to generation, and, in this way, |
may become the father of many fathers, or the king of many kings. This will
constitute every man a prince, king, lord, or whatever the Father sees fit to confer
upon us. In this way we can become king of kings, and lord of lords, or father of
fathers, or prince of princes, and this is the only course, for another man is not going
to raise up a kingdom for you.”"’

) How does the concept of being made “kings and priests unto God” shape your
understanding of fatherhood and leadership within the family? What implications
does this have for generational influence and the establishment of a lasting legacy?

1Brigham Young, Discourses of Brigham Young, selected and arranged by John A. Widtsoe (Salt Lake 12
City: Deseret Book Co., 1954), 195; Journal of Discourses 3:265-266.



#2 Royal Lineage:

President Russell M. Nelson: “Once we know who we are and the royal lineage
of which we are a part, our actions and directions in life will be more
appropriate to our inheritance. ”?

Y» How does understanding one’s royal lineage and divine heritage as sons (and
daughters) of God shape the way we fulfill our roles as fathers (and mothers)?
What impact does this deeper awareness have on the legacy we create for
future generations?

2 Russell M. Nelson, “Thanks for the Covenant,” November 22, 1988. 13



#3 A Right to Know:

President John Taylor: “As a head of a family, | have a right to know

these things; | have a right to know what influences are brought in and around my
house, what spirits predominate there, and | have a right to know what

aman’s religionis.”’

) How does a father, as the head of his family, balance the responsibility of
presiding over his home while ensuring that only righteous influences and the spirit
of truth are allowed to guide his household? What does this reveal about the
importance of spiritual stewardship in fatherhood?

3John Taylor, Journal of Discourses, vol. 11, p. 51. 14



F> Special Featured Film

“But I tell you that as a father, you are accountable
to God for the position of influence he has given
you.” — Adam

As law enforcement officers, they face danger every day.
Yet when tragedy strikes close to home, these fathers are
left wrestling with their hopes, their fears, and their faith.
From this struggle will come a decision that changes all of
their lives. With action, drama, and humor, the fourth film
from Sherwood Pictures embraces God's promise to "turn
the hearts of fathers to their children, and the hearts of
children to their fathers."
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HONOR BEGINS AT HOME

) How does the movie Courageous illustrate the importance of fathers fulfilling
their divine role, and what impact does a father’'s commitment to leading with love
and integrity have on homes, communities, and future generations? Can you see
how important it is for a father to guide his family and what will you do to make
changes necessary to improve?
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(i8] Build Upon the Rock

If you do not yet understand your sacred lineage and divine inheritance—or the
critical role of a family-centered home led by a righteous father—then thisis a
foundational place to begin. These eternal truths anchor your family to the Rock
of Jesus Christ and empower you to build a legacy of strength, order, and

spiritual purpose.

16



Real life Application

As a husband and wife, begin by looking at your home with a ‘Kingdom’ perspective
like in the days of Israel. Envision your husband as a Sire, King, or Lord of a great
beautiful estate. Start by asking him, "What is your vision for the family?" You can
also ask a few additional foundational questions, such as:

1) Who are you following? Who is your authority? 2) If we are following that
authority (Prophets, Scriptures, Christ), would you like in our home the foods,
entertainment, amusements, parenting, education etc. to align the same way?

3) How can | help you with this vision? Where are we off in this vision? 4) How would
you like the family to operate? 5) If we built a team with our children, what would
you like to do with this family team? 6) If service is part of the vision, how can we
focus outwards?

17



Additional Resources

Fathers Preside & Family Centered
Movie(s):

e The Inheritance (1997).
» Hidden Bloodlines (2017): https.//www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qg-6DMES8IiQE

Book(s):
« The works of Jane Austen. (which show the class system, and teaches nobility, refinement, and
correct emotions for families).
o A Christ-Centered Home: Healing for Every Family in Every Situation by L. Hannah Stoddard, Leah
M. Stoddard, and Isaiah M. McConkie.

Article(s):
e Joseph Smith Foundation. What Is the Patriarchal Order and Does It Pertain to Families Today?
(Compiled Quotes).
« Stoddard, L. Hannah. Do We Still Believe in the Patriarchal Order? Joseph Smith Foundation.

Scriptures/Music:

e Doctrine and Covenants 121:41-44, Ephesians 6:4, The Family Proclamation.
https://www.churchofjesuschrist.org/study/scriptures/the-family-a-proclamation-to-the-
world/the-family-a-proclamation-to-the-world?lang=eng

o The Last Dance - Samuel Sim: https://youtu.be/q6-mV57JCw87?si=JTIbWZTXKVPnfSZi

Activities:

« Organize a workshop where fathers and mentors discuss the challenges and rewards of
fatherhood. They can watch clips from Courageous to spark conversation and explore how the
characters' actions can be applied in real life. Fathers will work in small groups to brainstorm
practical ways they can lead their children spiritually, emotionally, and morally, and share their
experiences of overcoming obstacles in their parenting journey.

« Plan afamily service project where the father leads the family in performing an act of service for
someone in need, such as volunteering at a shelter, cleaning up a neighborhood park, or preparing
meals for a family in need.

« Plan anight where fathers teach their children a valuable skill, whether it's fixing things around the
house, learning how to budget, cooking a meal, or basic carpentry.

« Have the father lead a family dinner conversation, where he initiates discussions on values,
important life lessons, and how the family can support one another.

e Have the children interview their father about his life, values, and experiences. The father can share
lessons learned, his views on leadership, and how he presides in his home. The interview can be
recorded as a keepsake for future generations.

« Host a ceremony where fathers publicly commit to leading their families with the principles of love,
service, and integrity. During the ceremony, fathers can take the "Courageous Father" pledge,
which mirrors the values from the movie, such as being present, taking responsibility, and leading
with moral conviction. Afterward, families can sign a family covenant that includes these values.
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