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Establishing a House of Order

“Mine house is a House of Order.”

In this life, each of us longs for belonging, purpose, and a true sense of home—
something that speaks to the eternal part of our soul. Like Abraham, who yearned
for “a better country” and a promised homeland (Hebrews 11), we are likewise called
to build something higher and holier—an identity grounded in eternity and a home
patterned after the ways of God.

If we truly desire this kind of home, there is a path already prepared for us. God has
given us a divine blueprint—clear, revelatory instructions designed to lead us back to
His presence. In Doctrine and Covenants 88, the Lord, through the Prophet Joseph
Smith, reveals this sacred pattern. As the early Saints labored to build a House unto
the Lord, they were not merely constructing a temple—they were learning how to
anchor their lives, families, and communities on eternal truths.

Just as Abraham walked away from the comforts of the world in faithful pursuit of a
promised land, we too are invited to forsake distraction and worldliness, and to
begin building on the Rock of our Redeemer. The call is not just to believe—but to
build. Not just to hope—but to act. And as we follow this pattern, our homes will
become sanctuaries that point us back to God.

D&C 132:8. 10



Module

Have not Faith

Faith is more than belief—it’s aligning our life with God’s will. As we proceed through
D&C 88, we will see that the Lord lays out a model for education, for teaching, for
instruction and for action. He lays out a roadmap to develop valiant faith. Do we have
enough faith to follow?

In the New Testament, a father pleaded for his suffering son. Jesus said, “If thou canst
believe, all things are possible.” The father responded, “Lord, | believe; help thou mine
unbelief.” That cry is ours too.

We all face trials that test our trust in God. Real faith means surrendering our will,
trusting His way, and knowing He keeps His promises. To truly exercise faith, we must
know God exists, trust His character, and walk His path. Faith in Christ leads to healing
and freedom.

TMark 9:14-29. 11




Prophetic Teachings & Questions

Below are three prophetic teachings accompanied by questions to help deepen your understanding of
what is being taught. You will then be asked to watch a film that best portrays what the prophets are
teaching, with additional questions for application.

#1 Does He Actually Exists?

The Prophet Joseph Smith: “An acquaintance with these attributes in the divine
character, is essentially necessary, in order that the faith of any rational being can
center in him for life and salvation. For if he did not, in the first instance, believe him
to be God, that is, the creator and upholder of all things, he could not center his faith
in him for life and salvation, for fear there should be a greater than he, who would
thwart all his plans, and he, like the gods of the heathen, would be unable to fulfill his
promises; but seeing he is God over all, from everlasting to everlasting, the creator
and upholder of all things, no such fear can exist in the minds of those who put their
trust in him, so that in this respect their faith can be without wavering.””

) Do your children know—deep in their hearts—that God is real because His
presence is felt daily in your home?

2| ectures on Faith, Lecture2, “The Object of Faith,”. 12



#2 A Correct Idea of Him:

The Prophet Joseph Smith: “Unless he was merciful, and gracious, slow to
anger, long suffering, and full of goodness, such is the weakness of human
nature, and so great the frailties and imperfections of men, that unless they
believed that these excellencies existed in the divine character, the faith
necessary to salvation could not exist; for doubt would take the place of faith,
and those who know their weakness and liability to sin, would be in constant
doubt of salvation, if it were not for the idea which they have of the excellency
of the character of God, that he is slow to anger, and long suffering, and of a
forgiving disposition, and does forgive iniquity, transgression and sin. An idea
of these facts does away doubt, and makes faith exceedingly strong.””

) Do you truly know the God you worship—not as a distant force, but as a real,
glorified Father—a Creator, Teacher, and Redeemer? Do your children know Him
because you talk of Him, testify of His miracles in your life, and humbly share how
He has lifted you through weakness, repentance, and change? Or is your
knowledge of God kept quiet, while the world fills in the gaps?

3Lectures on Faith, Lecture 3, “The Character of God,” . 13



#3 Actual Knowledge:

Moses 1:39 gives us a clear understanding of the purpose of Jesus Christ’s mission
on this earth and what ours should be: “For behold, this is my work and my glory—to
bring to pass the immortality and eternal life of man.”*

) Do your children know that the standards in your home come from your faith in
Jesus Christ—not just your preferences? Have you told them that God is the true
head of your home? What will you do this week to bear testimony and help them
see His hand in your family’s way of life?

4l ectures on Faith, Lecture 3, “The Character of God,". 14



PF= Special Featured Film

“ If we win, we praise Him. If we lose, we praise Him. Either way, we
honor Him with our actions and our attitudes.”— Coach Grant Taylor

Grant Taylor is a high school football coach who seems to be
losing at life—on and off the field. His team can’t win, his job is
on the line, finances are tight, and he and his wife are struggling
with infertility. Overwhelmed and discouraged, Grant reaches a
breaking point. But everything begins to change when he turns
to God—not justin desperation, but in surrender. With renewed
purpose, he challenges his players to live for Christ, whether
they win or lose. He teaches them that faith isn't just believing in
good outcomes—it's trusting God's plan, evenin the face

of defeat.

) What fears or challenges in your life are keeping you from fully trusting God—
what would change if you chose to honor Him first, no matter the outcome? What
does Facing the Giants teach us about the relationship between faith and action?

15



['8] Build Upon the Rock

If faith feels unfamiliar or uncertain, then this is your invitation to begin. Start
building on the Rock of Christ—deeply, intentionally, and personally. Study His
words, seek understanding, and then write down what you learn. Truth becomes
anchored in the soul when it is both studied and recorded.

16



Real life Application

Take a serious, prayerful inventory of your home—your rules, routines, budget,
meals, and daily activities. Ask with real intent: Is this the life the Lord wants us to
live, or have we unknowingly made room for the natural man? Does your home
reflect true discipleship and obedience to God’s laws, or convenience

and compromise?

The Lord has given clear prophetic counsel—now is the time to align every corner
of your home with it. Be bold. Be exact. Let even your music, entertainment, food,
and habits testify that your house belongs to Him. For further guidance, visit:
https://josephsmithfoundation.org/faqs/

17
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Additional Resources
All Have Not Faith
Movie(s):

e China Cry (1990).
o Faith Like Potatoes (2006).

Book(s):
¢ Ripken, Nik, and Gregg Lewis. The Insanity of God: A True Story of Faith Resurrected. Nashville:
B&H Publishing Group, 2013.
« Elliot, Elisabeth. Shadow of the Almighty: The Life and Testament of Jim Elliot. New York: Harper
One, 1979.

Article(s):
+ Nelson, Russell M. “Let God Prevail.” General Conference, October 2020. The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints.
» Hinckley, Gordon B. “Faith: The Essence of True Religion.” General Conference, October 1981. The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.
¢ Young, Brigham. “Faith and Belief.” Journal of Discourses 8:68-75, July 24,1860.

Scriptures/Music:

¢ Articles of Faith 1:4; D&C 68:25, JST, Hebrews 11:1; Alma 32:21; Ether 12:6, Romans 10:17, James
1:5-6; Joseph Smith—History 1:11-19; Mosiah 27:14; Moroni 10:4-5.

o My Shepherd will Supply My Need, by the Tabernacle Choir https.//youtu.be/zikYYUHt6t87
Si=KHx9R-zUWyuSHpxu

Activities:

« Blindfold a volunteer and have them do a simple task (like walking to a goal or carrying something)
with a partner silently guiding by touch only. Debrief: How did it feel not hearing instructions? How
is that like walking by faith when God is quiet?

« Watch the scene where the team loses a game but still grows stronger. In groups or families, talk
about times you “lost” something but later saw it was a spiritual victory.

o Write: “l thought | was losing . .. but God was strengtheningmeby __________

o After watching the movie, discuss or journal answers to these: What “giants” am | facing in my life
right now? How did Coach Taylor show faith when nothing was working out? What does it mean to
“leave the results to God”? What would change in my life if | truly believed God is enough?

« Write simple “faith actions” on paper strips (e.g., "Pray for someone," "Read a verse about Jesus,"
"Bear your testimony," "Fast for guidance"). Each day, pull one and do the activity. Journal or
discuss at the end of the week what small acts built your faith.

o Pick 5-7 scripture stories where people showed great faith: act them out, or paint a wall gallery of
these stories.

* Record a family member sharing a story of great faith, transcribe it and share it with the family.

o Using the definition of faith according to Joseph Smith discuss as a family where you are
succeeding, and where you are failing. Make a family plan to strengthen your faith together.

¢ Assign quotes or talks (e.g., President Nelson's “Let God Prevail” or Elder Holland’s “Lord, |
Believe)”. Act out the message. Discuss: “What can | apply this week?”
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